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Nationalism, War and Society. A study of nationalism and its 
concomitant, war, in their relation to civilization; and of the 
fundamentals and the progress of the opposition to war. By 
Edward Krehbiel. With an introduction by Norman An- 
gell. (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1916. Pp. 
xxxv, 276.) 

The filial dedication of this book by the author to the one "who 
taught me to hate war" furnishes the keynote to the volume. It is 
avowedly the pious offering of a zealous crusader. It is not a dispas- 
sionate presentation of the place of nationalism and war in modern 
society. "War is a horrible thing to be scorned and hated. The fun- 
damental cause of war is nationalism. The salvation of the world is 
some kind of internationalism." Such, in substance, is the simple 
creed of the crusade against nationalism. Whatever sustains this be- 
lief is welcomed with fervor. Whatever opposes it, is presented in so 
unfavorable a light, as for example, through quotations from discredited 
extremists like Bernhardi, that it receives but a scant hearing. 

It is excessively difficult to give a fair valuation of the author's views, 
or to criticize fairly his arguments, owing to their method of presenta- 
tion. In fact, it cannot be said that there is any complete, reasoned 
argument, as the book is in the form of an elaborate syllabus. One 
meets with a continuous series of assertions, often unsupported even 
by references, such as, for example: "The nation represents no external 
or material reality which is fundamentally distinguishable from other 
nations" (p. 142); or, "Disarmament will not cure the military spirit, 
which is part of nationalism" (p. 148); or, "International law is not 
universal and lacks authority" (p. 173). 

For the same reason it is especially difficult to appraise the author's 
remedy for the ills of nationalism and war. It would seem to consist 
in some form of internationalism, "a sort of confederation, a coopera- 
tive union of sovereign states, a true concert of powers," etc., etc. 
Curiously enough, the author would not apparently advocate the ex- 
tirpation of nationalism. On the contrary, nations are to be the medi- 
ums, the agents of internationalism. The author arrives therefore in a 
logical impasse: he must needs use the very elements he despises. In 
other words he has demonstrated that nationalism in itself is not at 
fault : it is the perversions of nationalism that are to be attacked. The 
problem would hence seem reduced to that of finding the most effective 
means of utilizing and respecting the true worth of nationalism. 
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Nationalism, War and Society, then, is destructive rather than con- 
structive in character. It is a fierce denunciation of things as they are, 
rather than a definite program of reconstruction, carefully thought out, 
and reinforced by resourceful argument. In short, this book is pri- 
marily a manual for pacifists. It is composed in part of material pre- 
viously published as a syllabus by the World Peace Foundation of 
Boston. 

The reviewer feels he ought in all candor to admit his own disabil- 
ity in attempting to review this volume. If the author is handicapped 
by his hatred of war, so also the reviewer is handicapped by his hatred 
of pacifism. He has learned to hate that form of pacifism which sees 
only the horrors of war; which cannot approve even of defensive wars, 
or revolts against tyranny; which is unable to regard the institution of 
war, under some circumstances, as a perfectly legitimate measure of 
self-redress. He must admit his prejudice towards pacifism that regards 
local patriotism as ignoble, and pleads for a broad cosmopolitanism, or 
brotherhood of man which does not include loyal devotion of men to 
their own national groups. It is possible that the author would be 
entirely unwilling to classify himself with such pacifists. His book, 
unfortunately — perhaps because of its newspaper-headline form of ar- 
gument — would give such an impression, and seems to warrant the 
conclusion that it was meant to serve the purpose of definite propa- 
ganda, rather than a profound study of the vast field indicated by 
its title. 

The main value of this volume would seem to he in its extensive mar- 
shaling of authorities, and the suggestion of various fines of argument 
on a great number of interesting topics. It is thus of peculiar use for 
debates or general discussion. As a definite thesis in itself, it is valuable 
as a target for others to fire at — to employ a militaristic metaphor — and 
to train themselves for the defence of other views involving the same 
worthy objects, namely, the establishment of international law and order. 

Philip Marshall Brown. 

Contemporary Politics in the Far East. By Stanley K. Hoen- 
beck, B.A. (Oxon.), Ph.D. (New York: D. Appleton and 
Company, 1916. Pp. xiv, 466.) 

This is a most welcome book, for it describes the present situation 
in the Far East and indicates with precision the interests of the United 
States, which have been somewhat obscured of late by Mexican and 



